
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volume 11, Edition 1, March 2020 
 

St. Anne’s Church 
Our Mission: To inform and educate through our lived faith 
at St. Anne 

Mass times 
Saturday vigil 4:00 PM 
Sunday 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM 
Monday through Friday at 9:00 AM 
 
Confessions Saturdays at 3:00 PM 
Lenten Fridays at 6:30 PM 
or by appointment 
 
Holy Week 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
Saturday, April 4  4:00  PM 
Sunday, April 5  7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM 
 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Thursday, April 9   7:00 PM 
 
Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good Friday) 
Friday, April 10 
Stations of the Cross   3:00 PM 
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 7:00 PM 
 
Easter Sunday Mass of the Resurrection 
Saturday, April 11 Vigil  7:30 PM 
Sunday, April 10 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM 
 

 

 
Join us on Fridays for a simple supper of  
“Lent-friendly” soup (meatless), bread, and 
beverage followed by Stations of the Cross  
on March 13, 20, 27, and April 3 
 

Fr. Smith Center 
5:30 PM SOUP’S ON/SOCIALIZING  
  

Church 
6:30 PM CONFESSION   
 

7:00 PM STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 

7:30 PM  ADORATION & BENEDICTION OF  
THE BLESSED SACRAMENT   

 

LENTEN DOCUMENTARY FILM SERIES 
 

with Brother Paul Feeney 
 

Fr. Smith Center, large classroom 
Viewing of film followed  

by brief discussion 
7:00 PM to 8:15 PM 

All are welcome 
 

March 9 THE FIFTH GOSPEL: THE LAND AND 
  SEA OF GALILEE 
March 16 MEMORANDUM 
March 23 ROSES IN DECEMBER 
April 6  AN UNCOMMON KINDNESS: 
  THE FATHER DAMIEN STORY 

 
    
    
  

 
 



 
What Does it Mean to Call a Parish our Own? 
 
When I was growing up on 
Vernon Hill, I belonged to 
Ascension Church.  It had a 
church, grammar school, high 
school, a convent with 38 sisters 
of Notre Dame, several priests 
and a rectory.  It was a thriving 
parish, and for all intents and 
purposes was a healthy, living 

parish.  In 50 years, over 50 
priests came from this parish, 
but I was the last one (1974).  It 
no longer exists, except as a 
functioning hall.  So what 
happened, and what does this 
have to do with St. Anne’s 
Church? 
 
Parishes do not close overnight, 
they slowly, almost 
imperceptibly decline.  The 
number of those attending Mass 
begins to drop.  With that, 
revenues decline and debt begins 
to occur, finally deeming the 
parish non-viable and sadly, the 
parish closes.  We have seen this 
happen over and over, not only 
in our Diocese, but in others as 
well.  Again, you may ask “what 
does this have to do with St. 
Anne’s?”  No, we are not 
closing. Yes, we are still healthy.  

But we are not growing.  The 
number of families in the parish 
has declined by about 400 
families in the last 10 years, and 
more concerningly, the number 
of parishioners attending Mass 
has declined dramatically. 
 
We have approximately 800-
1,000 people attending Mass on 
any given Sunday.  Of these, 
only 480 families contribute on a 
regular basis and another 400 on 
a hit or miss basis (for example, 
Christmas and Easter).   
 
Because many members of the 
parish have been extremely 
generous, we have been able to 
maintain the services as well as 
the property in good stead.  But 
as this number shrinks, and it 
has, so does the income 
necessary to operate.  

Eventually, we will reach a 
tipping point – when the income 
is no longer sufficient to 
maintain the parish.  We are 
getting uncomfortably close to 
that point. 
 
When you are thinking about 
your Sunday offering, please 
consider some things.  One 
dollar does not pay for much 
these days, yet George 
Washington comes to church all 
too often!  Some have been 
giving the same amount for the 

last 20 years, yet think nothing 
of spending many more dollars 
on frivolous things.  In this part 
of the country, we do not tithe, 
but in many parts of the country, 
many do tithe (donating 10% of 
their income).  I’m certainly not 
asking you to do that, but I do 
ask you to consider what you 

give in relation to your income.  
Some parishioners give far 
beyond their means, which is 
much appreciated and truly 
generous.  Many give 
appropriate to their income.  Too 
many give far below their 
income.  I suppose it depends on 
how you value the services of 
the Church.  And 
understandably, there are those 
for whom even a dollar is a great 
sacrifice and is gladly accepted 
and greatly appreciated.  Again, 
all I am asking is that you re-
evaluate what you give on a 
regular basis.  I told you when I 
first came to St. Anne’s as pastor 
in 2009 that I would not 
continually ask for money, but 
would only do so when there is a 
need.  Now, there is a need.   
 
I know that most of you love St. 
Anne’s Church, and that is very 
apparent.  I do as well, and so, 
with a concerted effort and 
continued generosity, we can 
keep our parish strong for years  
to come and so serve God and 
His people.        (cont’d on pg. 3)

THE PASTOR SPEAKS 



(cont’ from pg. 2) 
 
I claim membership in the 
parish, but I do not attend on 
any regular basis, and I do not 
contribute to the support of the 
parish.  Why should I? 
 
St. Anne’s offers a host of 
services, many of which are used 
by non-attending and/or non-
contributing parishioners.  Some 
of these include religious 
education (including the 
Sacraments of First Eucharist 
and Confirmation), baptisms, 
marriage preparation, funerals, 
anointing of the sick and dying, 
spiritual advice, food for the 
poor, bereavement 
services…you get the idea.  The 
problem is that these are not a la 
carte services, where you only 
pay for what you use.  If this 
were the case, the church would 
have closed many years ago.  
There is a presumption that these 
and other services will always be 
available when the need arises.  

What many fail to realize is that 
in order to offer these services, 
facilities such as the church hall 
and offices must be maintained 
and staffed. 
 
St. Anne’s is comprised of 
professionals and volunteers 
dedicated to bringing the Gospel 
message to the Catholics of 
Shrewsbury and surrounding 
towns.  They work hard at what 
they do, but if there is not 
financial as well as physical 
assistance, this may soon cease 
or at least be diminished.  It 
would be terrible to think that 
the next time you call wanting to 
use the church facilities or 
services, there may be no one to 
offer them (look at Mt. Carmel). 
 
We will never refuse the 
sacraments to anyone who 
asks.  We have baptized many a 
non-attending parishioner, we 
have buried the dead of all who 
have asked and membership in 
the parish has never been based 

on financial contribution.  But as 
we know, there is no such thing 
as a free lunch.  We are honored 
and pleased to serve all the 
people of the parish, and it is our 
joyful duty to welcome all in the 
hopes of winning more souls for 
God, but we ask that you help us 
in kind.  Even if you were to 
contribute on a monthly basis or 
even a quarterly basis, this 
would be a tremendous help. 
 
So often “out of sight, out of 
mind” causes us to forget the 
value of the Church community.  
We presume that the church will 
always get by, but we know that 
is not true.  We as Catholics have 
an obligation not only to the 
church but to each other.  Your 
participation and assistance are 
important, not only to you, but to 
so many others:  it gives hope for 
a future church, it says we care 
about the people of our 
community and the quality of 
life that can be offered. 

 
           Fr. John Foley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some Statistics 
We have 1,369 registered families in the parish, amounting to more 
than 5,000 people 
 
66 %, or 880, of these families contribute nothing or next to nothing in 
any given year 
 
Of the 489 active and contributing families: 

• 85 give less than $10.00 per week 
• 87 give $10.00 - $19.00 per week 
• 77 give $20.00 - $24.00 per week 
• 104 give $25.00 - $49.00 per week 
• 51 give $50.00 - $99.00 per week 
• 52 give $100.00 or more per week 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Stay Connected with us at St. Anne's Church! 

St. Anne’s Church has been active in its use of 
online media for parishioners and visitors. Its 
website and Facebook presence have both been 
well received and in active use for several years by 
providing up-to-date information on the happenings 
of the parish community, such as parish 
announcements, a calendar of events, the weekly 
bulletin, newsletters, religious education calendars, 
ministry schedules, and photo galleries – to name 
just a few.  

Over the last year or so, two more tools were added 
to the online portfolio: Flocknote and WeShare.  

Flocknote is an automated notification system 
that allows parishioners to receive announcements 
and other parish-related communications through 
email and/or text messaging. In addition to sending 
general parish announcements, Flocknote has been 
used extensively in communications to parish 
ministers (altar servers, lectors, and extraordinary 
ministers of Holy Communion) and to parents of 
CCD students.  

WeShare was introduced last summer as a method 
for making online donations, enabling parishioners 
to submit their one-time or weekly envelope 
donations electronically. Through online giving, the 
parish is assured of a steady, reliable stream of 
income while providing parishioners a secure and 
convenient way to make their offerings through 
their bank, credit, or debit account.  

St. Anne's Church is pleased once again to introduce 
two additional methods of online media to its 
visitors and parishioners: Instagram and Twitter.  

Instagram is used for quick delivery of photos and 
videos. St. Anne's Church uses Instagram to post 
photos of various parish events, such as First 
Communion, Confirmation, Italian Night, and the 
Christmas Pageant. Through Instagram, "followers" 
are alerted to new content as soon as it is published.  

Twitter is a preferred method of communication of 
brief messages related to subjects of common 
interest. St. Anne's Church uses Twitter, in addition 
to the website and Flocknote, to post various 
announcements, such as parish events, inspirational 
messages, holy day Mass schedules, weather 
closures, and upcoming classes for lay ministry 
training, RCIA, and Adult Confirmation. Like 
Instagram, Twitter "followers" are alerted to new 
messages as soon as they are posted.  

Follow St. Anne's parish community in any or all of 
the available online media. Stay connected and 
participate in the life of the parish. Welcome to the 
21st century of electronic communications!  

Website: stannesparish.org  

Facebook: facebook.com/StAnneShrewsbury 

Flocknote: flocknote.com/StAnneChurch or text 
StAnneNews to 84576 

Instagram: instagram.com/StAnneShrewsbury 

Twitter: twitter.com/StAnneShrewsbry 

WeShare: stannesparish.weshareonline.org  

 
    Deacon Bill Bilow



 
 

 St. Anne’s Parish 
Connect with the Parish Community 

 

 
St. Anne’s Parish Web Site 

www.stannesparish.org 
 

  

 
Parish Announcements (Flocknote) 

www.flocknote.com/StAnneChurch 
TEXT: StAnneNews to 84576 

 
 

 
Weekly Bulletins 

www.parishesonline.com/find/st-annes-church 
 

  

 
Parish Calendar 

http://stannesparish.org/calendar.php 
 

 

 
Facebook (Confirmation Class) 
www.facebook.com/stanneshrewsbury 

 

  

 
Online Giving (WeShare) 

stannesparish.weshareonline.org/ 

 

 
Twitter  

www.twitter.com/stanneshrewsbry 
 

  

 
Instagram 

www.instagram.com/stanneshrewsbury 
 

Stay Connected! 
St. Anne’s Parish offers several online media for 
visitors and parishioners to remain connected 
with the parish community.  Scan the QR Codes 
above to follow the events and activities of the 
parish. Bookmark and/or follow us and be 
connected! 

 x Parish Announcements  
 x Bulletins and Newsletters 
 x Mass Times 
 x Calendar of Events 
 x New Parishioner 
Registration 

 x Meet the Parish Staff 
 x Photo Gallery 
 x Resource Library  

 x Online Giving 
 x Inspirational Messages 
 x CCD Schedules 
 x Ministry Schedules 
 x Becoming Catholic (RCIA) 
 x Human Services 
 x Facebook 
 x Twitter 
 x Instagram 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Lenten Mission  

2020 
 

 
 

 

March 29 at 7:00 PM  St. Mary of the Hills, Boylston 
Speaker: Fr. Juan Echavarria 

    Fr. Juan was ordained a priest in June of 2011 and has served as 
    pastor of St. Mary of the Hills since September of 2018 
 

March 30 at 7:00 PM  St. Anne, Shrewsbury 
Speaker: Fr. John Foley 

Fr. John was ordained a priest in June of 1974 and has served as 
    pastor of St. Anne since July of 2009 

 
March 31 at 7:00 PM  St. Mary, Shrewsbury 
Speaker: Msgr. Michael Rose 

Fr. Mike was ordained a priest in June of 1981 and has served as 
    pastor of St. Mary since June of 2005 
 

   

       Coffee “and” reception at the close of the Mission on March 31 
 

We pray that our Lenten days of repentance, prayer, fasting and almsgiving will lead us to a renewed faith in Jesus 
Christ at Easter.  The Gospel story of Jesus will reawaken our faith as it calls us to “return to the Lord with our whole 
heart.”  Jesus speaks to us through 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IDEAS/SUGGESTIONS 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________ 
 

Clip out and return in the collection basket, by 
mail to 130 Boston Turnpike, Shrewsbury, MA 
01545 or by email to ellie@stannesparish.org  
 

BEGINNER/ADVANCED BEGINNER 
LINE DANCING CLASSES  

with MARY DRAGON 
MARCH 19 – JUNE 25 

Join us beginning Thursday, March 19 in the Fr. 
Smith Center from 6:00 PM to 7:15 PM.  No 
previous experience required, great exercise, 
great fun, come to one or all classes.  No pre-
registration, step sheets available, includes 
country and contemporary songs.  $10.00 per 
person per class.  For more information, call 
508-757-5154, ext. 12 or contact Ellie at 
ellie@stannesparish.org  

 
 

Do you have any ideas to help our 
parish grow? Fill in the form below: 



 
 
 
 
 

As for Me and My House, 
We will Serve the Lord 

 

The origin of our program is “love thy neighbor.”  This 
love benefits any life we touch.  Fr. Bernard Gilgun was 
an inspiration to me, as his love of his neighbor was 
not only philosophical, but very much hands on.  A 
large group of us worked with him at the Mustard 
Seed as well as the House of Aman in Hubbardston.  
We all helped plant a huge garden at the farm, which 
benefited the residents and neighbors.  The joy of 
sharing became very real to all involved. 
 
Today, we carry on this endeavor by operating our 
food pantry, which in December distributed 37,436 
pounds of food.  Our client base fluctuates from 375-
435 families monthly with additional visits on a weekly 
basis of approximately 30 families.  We have fresh 
fruits, vegetables, cheese, meat, bread, canned goods 
and toiletries.  Our referral system directs our families 
to food stamps, Share the Warmth, fuel assistance, 
medical clinics, elder services, SYFS and the senior 
center, to name a few. 
 
The additional outreach has involved pre-release 
inmates from the Worcester County House of 
Correction in Boylston.  They help with our delivery of 
canned goods from the Worcester County Food Bank 
at least three or four times a month.  They process, 
pack and stock our pantry.  Mostly they are non-
violent, young offenders.  We welcome them and 
show our appreciation with a home-cooked meal at 
every visit.  Upon their release, we offer clothing, 
personal care items, etc.  It’s a win-win for all of us. 
 
Another program includes veterans, who volunteer 
twice a week.  Last Christmas, one family purchased a 
ticket for one gentleman to go home to see his own 
family.  He was thrilled.  Another young man grew in 
his trust enough to move out of a shelter into a one-
room apartment.  He finally was strong enough to 
return home, where his mother needed him.  Last 
year, his wish was for stability and productivity.  As I 
said good-bye to him (I hate to say good-bye), he told 
me that he has never experienced so much love and 
support. 
 
Our programs bring the love of Christ to those we 
touch.  God bless you all and thank you for caring.   

Love and peace 
Elaine LeBlanc 

 
 

MORE ON HUMAN SERVICES 
 

St. Anne’s Human Services was a very busy place through 
the 2019 holiday season.  Our Giving Tree program and 
Food Pantry did an amazing job to help the needy in our 
community.  Drives and distributions were held for food, 
personal care items, toiletries, cleaning products, and 
paper goods.  Additional holiday outreach and food 
donations needed to be managed, organized and 
distributed.  The food pantry did an awesome job 
facilitating the monthly distribution, weekly fresh food and 
the many special holiday food events.  Our volunteers are a 
very dedicated group of men and women who work until 
the job gets done – they are truly amazing! 
 
Our Thanksgiving and Christmas food distributions are our 
largest for the year.  In addition to food, clients also receive 
grocery store gift cards, personal care items and paper 
products.  During our December 16 food distribution, over 
115 families stopped by for food assistance.  Overall for the 
quarter, we distributed an amazing 101,900 pounds of food 
to needy families. 
 
St. Anne’s Human Services continues to help other 
organizations in Worcester and surrounding towns who 
come to us in need.  We are always open to new ideas and 
groups who are in need. 

   Evelyn Jenkins, Volunteer 

We are looking for a volunteer who is interested 
in directing a youth choir.  We have some great 
ideas and would welcome yours.  If you’d like to 
consider it, would like to talk about it, or would 
just like more information, contact Deacon Bill, 
one of the priests or Ellie at 508-757-5154, ext. 
12. 
 

“He who sings prays twice.”  St. Augustine 


